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J.1 . (C)  Acting  Political  Counselor  delivered  ref tel  demarche 
to  Adamu  Emozozo,  Assistant  Director  for  African  Affairs  at 
the  Nigerian  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs,  on  August  17. 

Emozozo  said  that  President  Obasanjo  continues  to  use  every 
available  opportunity  to  talk  to  President  Bashir  about 
Darfur.  He  noted  that  Bashir  was  in  Abuja  in  July  and  may 
return  in  September  for  an  African  Union  Summit  on  Food 
Security.  The  GON  continues  to  support  AMIS  rehatting,  but 
Emezozo  seemed  doubtful  that  the  changeover  to  a UN  operation 
would  happen  by  September  30.  Instead,  he  indicated  that  the 
AU  was  likely  to  extend  the  AMIS  mandate  to  January,  though 
he  acknowledged  that  even  after  the  recent  donor ' s 
conference,  the  AU  lacked  sufficient  funds  to  continue  AMIS 
operations  until  the  end  of  the  year.  Emezozo  also  opined 
that  President  Bashir  may  become  more  open  to  a UN 
peacekeeping  operation  in  Darfur  as  January  draws  closer, 
since  Bashir  is  interested  in  taking  over  as  African  Union 
Chair  in  2007. 


CAMPBELL 


